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Artist Hunt Slonem finds inspiration in his

Second Empire country retreat

dgewood Terrace has lovely views of
the Rondout Creek to the south, and the

Hudson River to the east. But this imposing grande dame of Second
Empire architecture is a spectacular view in itself. Built in 1873 by brick
manufacturing magnate John H. Cordts, who made his fortune in the Ron-
dout area, the house (also called the Cordts Mansion) was one of the
largest private residences in the city. With its gardens, lawns, fountains
and gazebos, it's grand enough to have been mistaken for Kingston's city
hall. After passing through the hands of three generations of Cordts, the
estate assumed a brief life as an upscale B&B. Then, in 2001, artist Hunt
Slonem purchased the property.

“] just fell in love with it,” says Slonem, a longtime collector of
Gothic furniture and art. *Growing up, | lived in a Second Empire-style
home for a while and had always wanted my own. This one was
absolutely perfect.”

Even if you're a neophyte when it comes to contemporary art,
chances are you've seen Hunt Slonem's work, which is on display in
major museums throughout the world. Though he has painted portraits
of notables ranging from Bette Davis to Donald Trump, most of his
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A brick beauty: Edge-
wood Terrace features a
three-story tower (right).
Above, a trio of ladies
occuples a shadowy
comer in one of several
parlors



works are nec-expressionistic, with themes often drawn from
nature, and with birds as a recurring motif. (Slonem loves birds,
and shares his New York City studio with flocks of finches,
macaws, parrots, cockatoos and toucans, who serve as muses

and models.)

For Slonem, residential perfection was Edgewood Ter-
race: a nine-bedroom center-hall mansion of about
10,000 square feet, set on 13 acres, Constructed mainly of Cordts
brick, the house has all the architectural hallmarks of the mid-Vic-
torian period: mansard roof and dormers, iron cresting on its
rooflines, bracketed eaves, and an airy porch that extends the
width of the ground floor. A central three-story tower rises high
above the roofline. It's said that John H. Cordts and his son, John
N., frequently went to the tower with a telescope to check on
doings at their brick plant or shipping activity on the Hudson River.

And what views there are from the top of the tower — though
getting there is not for the faint of heart. From the third floor, there
are three flights of stairs that decrease in grandeur the higher you
go. The third flight is just a sturdy ladder that takes you to the roof.
“The previous owners insisted that [ climb out of the tower and
onto the roof before they sold me the house,” says Slonem. “Let’s
just say 1 did it. But I haven't
done it since.”
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Front parlors on either side of the hall have many original features,
including the ornate cast-iron mantel covers on the fireplace and
the window valences in the right-hand parlor. Slonem'’s Gothic fur-
niture is very much at home here.

An exceptionally cheery place, the breakfast room faces
south, so it's bathed in natural light no matter how dreary the
day. Punchy bright green walls showcase Slonem's art and col-
lections. *I really enjoyed playing with color throughout the
house,” Slonem remarks, noting that Victorians weren't shy
when it came to interior decorating. “I can't stand white, so |
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Sweet dreams: The pink guest room (opposite top) features
a New York mirror with a sunflower motif. The kitchen
({lower left) retains its original coal stove. Elaborate chan-
deliers illuminate a pair of yellow-painted parlors (this page)
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