life

THE ULTIMATE IN REAL ESTATE VOYEURISM

The ins
and outs of
Tatiana’s
home

111:2004

Soho
Layout: 4,100-square-
foot, two-story
penthouse apartment

Balthazar, Cehdrillon,
Barolo

Brooke Shields, André
Balazs, Jon Bon Jovi
Worth: A similar

spot in a neighboring
building costs

$7 million

Page 42

Hunt
Slonem’s
abstract ©
paintings of
butterflies
(right) and
birds (below)
bring bursts
of color to

walls.
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Sweet Om!

Internet entrepreneur Tatiana Platt and her architect
husband Campion create a calm oasis in the heart of Soho.

nadrizzly Manhattan morning,
whenmost New Yorkersare
trudgingtowork under cheap
umbrellasandfantasizingabout
beachvacations, Tatiana Plattis
thrilled to be home. “Wejust got
back fromMorocco. We'releavingtomorrowfor
Colorado. It’s sonicejust to be here!” saysthe former
AOL executive, padding barefoot around her 4,100-
square-foot penthouse loft,on Mercer Street in Soho.

For Tatiana,38,and her husband, architect Campion
Platt, 46, personalizing the raw space they purchased
togetherin 2004 has beenabout creatingahaven of
calmabove the hectic city. Her sleek, light-filled home,
shesays, “ismodern, freshand daring” Flourisheslikea
branch-shaped Swarovskicrystal chandelier dangling
above the marble-top diningroom tableand canvases
byartist Hunt Slonem boldlyaccent the apartment’s
whitewashed floorsand walls.

“Livinginachaotic city like New York, it’s great to
haveawhite havento come home to,” says Tatiana.
The Internet executive,who,accordingto Forbes
.com,isworth $75millionin Time Warner stock,
moved tothe city from Washington, D.C, in 2004, to
bewith Campion. The two met onablind datein 2002,
and were marriedtwoyears later. He gave up his Park
Avenue bachelor padalmostimmediately,and they
moved into this four-bedroom Soho loft while it was
stillunder construction.

The power couple have become amainstay on
Manhattan’s socialand charity circuit. In public, Tatiana
favors sexy clothing by designers like Roberto Cavalli
and Dolce & Gabbana (although today she’s wearing
brown leggings andamatchinglong-sleeve Fendi
T-shirt), and shesits on the boards of several organi-
zations, including Best Buddies International, which
provides employment for people withintellectual
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disabilities,and the Byrd Hoffman Founda-
tion/Watermill Center,anartsfoundation.
Whenitcomesto designingher ownhome,
however, Tatianatakes abackseat.
“Campionisallabout the touch, the
materials, the textures, the sheen of the
French-finished plaster walls,” she says.
“Why get involved when he does this
foraliving? He knows what he’s doing”
(Campion’s eponymous architecture
firm designed MercBar in Soho, the Bul-
finch Hotel in Boston and the Turks and
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Below: Tatiana’s
“paperless”
home office.

Caicos Ambergris Cay development.)

Amongthe nontraditional roomsin
Tatiana’shomeistheyogaspaceonthe
first floor, equipped with floor-to-ceiling
mirrors,aflat-screen televisionand black
satin pillows. There’salsothe “men’sden,”
outfitted with brown-leather furniture,
bookcases filled witharttomesand theam-
bience of asmokinglounge. Tatianasays she
doesn’tspend muchtimeinthe den,the only
darkroominthe sun-drenchedapartment.
Her presence remainsinthe room, though,
intheformofasultry photograph of her by
avant-gardeartist Robert Wilson.

Offthe second-floor master bedroom
suite,aterrace offersaview of the Empire
State Buildingas wellas Soho’s water towers.
“Thetowers have somuch character—
none of the buildingsaround usare tall,so
we haveagreat view,’says Tatiana. Next to
the bedroomis herwalk-in closet,aspaceas
bigas some studioapartments.“lhave two
other closets, too, with extra-high bars for
gownssothey canhangfreely without get-
tingwrinkly;” she says. “Campionalso mea-
suredthe height of myshoesand spacedthe
shelvestofitvarious heelsand boots.”

Tatiana, whose fatherworkedforthe

foreign service,grew upin Washington,
D.C,, moved to Pariswhen she was 6,and
completed high schoolin Rome. She
graduated from Georgetown University,
before moving to Portugaltowork forthe
Intercontinental Hotels Corporation.

Today she and Campiontravelabout 20
days eachmonth, but since Tatiana quither
jobas AOLs chief trust officer nine months
agoinordertoworkasanangelinvestor
and consultant to Internet start-ups,she has
enjoyed spendingmoretimeinherhome.
The diningroomhas become amakeshift
boardroom,where she works full-time on
FameGame.com,asocial-networking Web
site that’sa cross between Facebookand
Wikipediaand populated by high-profile
New Yorkers.

Tatianamight beadventurousinher
travelsand career,but whenit comestodin-
ingin NYC,shesticks with surethings. Res-
taurants Barolo, Cendrillonand Balthazar
are her neighborhood go-tos.“Whenmy
brother comes totown,lalways take himto
the same places,” she says. “He complains,
but|tellhim, ‘At least you know whatyou're
goingtoget. Youstartventuringout,and
you never know!”” —Annie Karni
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