THE WALL STREET JOURNAL

WiJ

IVETND, 120 — =
s WEEK“ wxxn fL 00

SATURDAY  SUSDAY, NOVEMBER 19 - 20, 9011

WEI smn

THE WALL STREET JOURNAL seey Satssday /Sovday, Novomher 19 - 20, 4011 |01

DESIGN & DECORATING =
AN ODDBALL MENAGERIE

Artist Humt Slonem arrays his quirky collections, from Neo-Cothic chairs to
marble busts of Mare Antoinette, in gn_\e-warp&ng vignettes
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A Top Hats and
Gothic Chairs

The studio is peppered
with Victorian and Neo-
Gothic furniture; Mr.
Slonem owns 300
chairs alone. He says
the time period is often
‘overlooked by designers
because it seems
“creepy,” but the “fini-
als and arches all point
up to God.” He began a
series of paintings
about Abraham Lincoln
3 decade ago, shortly
after he bought an 1873
home called Cordts
Mansion in Kingston,
‘edestals and Bird Paintings ' N.Y., where former
Saturday mornings, Mr. Slonem says he can usually be found trolling the  presidents, including

‘s flea markets; lately, he's been shopping for pedestals to prop up his col-  William McKinley, vis-
ion of marble busts. “I'm a believer that if you get three or more of the ited. He now owns

1e thing together, you've got a goad look going,” he adds. more than 150 top hats.

ilass Vessels

1e 1980s, Mr. Slonem
an paying as much
320 apiece at flea
kets for these color-
hand-blown glass

35 and decanters

Je in the 1940s and
Os by a West Virginia
s company called
ko. Today, he says,
actors pay as much
3,000 apiece for this
century glassware.
says he initially

ned how to collect by
ching others: "All my
|'ve befriended peo-
who had interesting
actions.”
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